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AMENDMENT NO. N Calendar No.

Purpose: To provide children witl an option for in-classioom
education instruetion if the child’s loeal public sehool
does not commit to re-opening to 5-day-a-week, in-class-
roont instraction for-the remainder of the eurrent school
vear and the 2021-2022 school year,

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES—117th Cong., Ist Sess.
H.R.1319

To provide for reconciliation pursnant fo title I of 8, Con.
Res. 5.

Referred to the Committee on and
ordered to be printed

Ordered to lie on the table and. to b¢ printed

AMENDMENT mtended to he proposed by
to. the amendment (No.

) proposed by

Viz:

st *

At the appropriate place, insert the following:
SEC. __.STATE DIRECT FAMILY GRANT PROGRAM.

(&) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this title, hot later than 7 days after the date of
enactment of this title, each school that is cligible to re-
ceive grant funding undeér section 2001 shall submit to
their respective State Seeretary of Hdueation, or equiva-

lent State official, a plan to re-open and rvesume vegular,

full-time, - 5-dayv-d-week in-classroom  instimetion with
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teachers and faculty physically present for the remainider
UALY Py .

of the 2020-2021 and for the 2021-2022 scheool year in

sueh a nianner that meets o1 exeeeds the plan for in-class-
ropm instruetion that was in éffect for that sehool at the

start of the 2019-2020 school year.

(h) DIRECT EDRUCATION ASSISTANCE. FunND.—Each

State shall establish a State-controlled Divect Edncation.

Assistance Fund. In the evént that a seliool fails to timely

submit a re-opening. plan in accordance with subsection
(a), the State shall withhold all grant funds that would
liave Been previded to such sehool under section 2001, de-

positing. such amount into the Dircet Eduecation Assist-

ance Fund, The State shall adinmister the Direct Edu-

cation Assistance Fuund, using the monies deposited there-
in, to establish and operate a grant program to assist fam-=

ilics “with educational costs ity orcer to provide students

with dceess to alternétive education for the 2021:2022

sehool vear. The State Department of Education shall op-

cirate the grant program as follows:
(1) The Department shall establishh an applica-

tion process that allows parerits to apply for an edu-

cation grant from the State’s Direet Hdueation As-

sistance Fund 4as follows:
{A) Awards grants from available funds in

a manner that priovitizes children—
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{i) from sehools that have not sub-
mitted a re-opening plan as required by
this seetion;
(ii) wha are special needs students;

(iii) who are suffering front depression

or- a similar eondition or at sk of suicde

dué to COVID-19-1related isolation; or

(1¥) who have a parent (or parents) or

puardian (or guardians} who work outside

of the home durtng regular school hours

and are not available te assist the -ehild

with virtual learing.

(B} Includes, as part of the application

form, the epportunity for the parent or guard-
jart to submit an education. plan for the -euid

that—

(i) as part of an application for a

orant for direet education assistance, in-

eludes the proposed sehiool, iff any, that the

parent. o1 guarvdian hads seléeted for tie

child and the cost of any fees associated

with the application, enrollment, or attend-

ance dt sucli school; or
(1) as part of an application for a

grant for supplemental edueation assist-
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ance a list of any costs which the parent
or guardian anticipates will be incurred to
purchase items listed in paragraph (5)(B).

(2) The Department shall publicize the avail-
ability of direct education assistance to parents
across the State with an application period of not
less than 45 days and a deadline for applications as
of a date not later than July 1, 2021.

(3) The Department shall first prioritize eligi-
bility for grants awarded from available funds to the
parents or guardians of children between the ages of
5 and 18 who are eligible to attend a school that
failed to timely submit a re-opening plan as de-
seribed herein and, if funds remain available in the
Direct Education Assistance Fund after each pri-
ority student has received a grant, sk the Depart-

Shall
ment?make grants from the Fund available to the
parent or guardians applving on behalf of students
from other elementary and secondary schools in the
State.

(4) The Department shall only award a grant
to an individual who is the legal parent or guardian
of an eligible child provided that such individual 1s
also a citizen or national of the United States or an

alien (as defined in section 101(a) of the Immigra-



ARGET128] DIRP

(o]

COND e~ o Wt B ow

tion

S IJ C N

-

+)

and Nationality Act (8 U.8.CL 1101 (a}) who is.

lawftully present in the United States.

(5) The Department will administer the Direet

Edueation Assistance Fund as follows:

(A) 75 percent of such Fund shall be set

aside and used to award diveet edueation assist-

ance erants to financeé all or a portion of the

edueational costs of"a child to attend a different

school as selected by that child’s pavent o1

ouardian in an ameunt not to exceed $10,000
per grant award.
(B) 25 percent of such Fund shall hé set

asidle and ‘used to award supplemental edu-

cation assistance grants to cover a portion of

the costs for education sueh as tutoring serv-

icos, edueational classes, or eurriculum inside or

outside of the Wome, books, instructioial mate-

rials, .online edueational materials, educational

therapics, including edueational therapies and-
L 3 &

services for students with cT'isz1I)i.lit.it}.j, and such
other. educational and instructional materials as
the ¢hild’s parent or guardian determines is
beneficial in-relation to -at-home learning, in-
cluding online or virtual sehooling or home in-

strucetion.
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(6) All girants shall be awarded not later than
August 15, 2021,
(7} The Department shall require that any par-
ent or guardian who receives a grant pursuant to
this section maintain records.of how any grant funds

were spent.

(8) Grauts awarded ont of the Fund for direet

edueation assistance shall be distributed in. an equi-
table nianner among recipieiits for such grants. ¢on-
sistent with the priorities identified in this seetion
but in dn amomnt not to exceed the edueational eosts
identified within an application and grants awarded
out of the Fund for supplemental education assist-
ance shall be made in an equitable manner among
reeipients for such grants m an amount neot to ex-
ceed the costs identified in such -application.

(¢) PROHIBITION OF CONTROL OVER NON-PUBLIC

EDuCATION PROVIDERS.—

(1) In gENERAL.—Nothing in this section shall
be construed to permit, allow, encowage, or autlor-

ize any Federal control over any aspect of any pri-

vate, religious, or home edncation provider, whether

or not a home educdtion provider 1s treated as a pri-

ate school or home sehool under State law.,
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(2) NO DISCRIMINATION. —No, State shall ex-
clude, diserimindte against, ov otherwise disadvan-
tage any education provider, including Liome edu-
cation provider, with respect to programs or services
under this seetion based b whole or in part en-the
provider's religions character or affiiation, includng
veligiously based or mission-based policies or prac-
tices,

() ParENTAL Ricirrs 1o UsE (GrantTs.—No State
shall disfavor or discourage the use of qualifying grants
for the purehase of clementary and secondary edueation
services, ineluding those services provided by private or
nonprofit entities, such as faith-based providers.

(¢} REPAYMENT.—If a school does not re-open and
maintain operations corsistent with the plan submniitted
under this section,, the school shall be required to repay
all monies recetved under seetion 2001 to the State.

(t) RETURN TO TREASURY —Any monics remaining
in the Fund as of September 30, 2021, or if subsequeritly
repaid under subsection. (¢}, shall be repaid to the United

States Treasury not later than June 30, 2022,

At the end of section 2001( ¢); add thé following: “An

allocation to a State shall be made pursuant to the pre-

vieus sentenee only if the State has publicly published, by
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7 days iﬁcreﬂédm"‘”‘l of this Act
not later than May-34-20621, a written plan that guaran-

tees each child in the State has a local public school edu-
cation option to resume regular, H-dayv-a-week in-class-
room nstruction with teachers physically present and that
identifies by name and location which schools will be avail-
able for regular in-classroom instruction. Assistance from
a grant awarded to a State under this section shall only
be provided to a school identified by the State under the

previous sentence.”



